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RELEASE








Kinshasa, October 05, 2004

 US GOVERNMENT SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO ERADICATE MALARIA IN THE DRC 

Kinshasa, September 29, 2004 -- The United States Government (USG) through the World Health Organization and with support from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) today conferred a new office building and furnishings to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) National Malaria Program.  The new building and furnishings are valued at more than US$80,000 and are located at the “Hopital de la Rive” in Kinshasa. 

At a ceremony marking the occasion, U.S. Ambassador Roger A. Meece expressed enthusiasm that the USG and the government of the DRC are working in partnership to address one of the most serious health problems not only in DRC but throughout the world.  The Ambassador urged wider involvement by the populace in preventing malaria infections -- especially in children -- through the use of mosquito netting.  Lastly, he reaffirmed the USG’s commitment to the people of DRC in the fight against malaria by announcing the contribution this year of US$3 million for programs to reinforce prevention and improve the case management of malaria at the health-zone level throughout the country.

Also present at the ceremony were: Mr. Jean Louis Mbeke (Acting General Secretary of the Ministry of Health); Dr. Leonard Tapsoba (Country Representative for the World Health Organization); and Ms.Aleathea Musah (USAID’s Health Team Leader.)
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