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October 20, 2004

UNITED STATES DIVERSITY VISA LOTTERY REGISTRATION 

BEGINS NOVEMBER 5
All Entries Continue to Be Accepted Electronically

The U.S. Department of State announced that the entry registration period for the 2006 Diversity Immigrant Visa Program, also known as the “Diversity Visa Lottery,” will run from November 5, 2004, to January 7, 2005.  All entries must be received during this period and, like last year, must be submitted electronically via the Internet.  Paper entries will not be accepted.  Starting November 5, 2004, candidates can access the Internet site www.dvlottery.state.gov to fill out and transmit their entries.

Candidates accessing www.dvlottery.state.gov will find information on the diversity lottery program, including qualifying criteria, as well as complete instructions on how to submit entries via the Internet.  A photograph of each applicant that will be electronically scanned is a required element of all entries.  Therefore, Internet access with scanning capability will be required successfully submit all applications.  Most commercial Internet service providers and cybercafes in Congo have scanning capabilities.  

The diversity lottery program makes available each year a predetermined number of immigrant visas for most, but not all, countries.  The number of visas allotted to each country is determined annually by the United States Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services.  A limited number of visas are available again this year to qualified candidates born in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

More information on the diversity lottery program, the electronic application process and the registration period can be found in French at the Internet site www.amb-usa.fr under the section “Visa Services.”  Further information in English can be found at www.unitedstatesvisas.gov.  Written instructions in French and English will be available at the Consular Section of the American Embassy in Gombe each day after 14h starting October 27, 2004.  Information packets with instructions will be distributed at the entrance to the Consular Section situated on Avenue Dumi across from St. Anne’s Residence.  
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